Dear FCC,

| have been following with interest the proposed purchase of Rural Cellular
(a.k.a. Unicel) by Verizon Wireless. | heartily endorse Senator Sanders'
efforts to make this deal contingent on an enforceable commitment to
universal cell phone coverage in Vermont. My worry is that the
Verizon-Unicel deal would be a step backwards for Vermont.

Instead of phasing out phones that use the GSM-network (such as Unicel),
Verizon should adopt the GSM network. That way, more (not fewer) Verizon
Wireless customers would get service in this area.

Example: As a Verizon Wireless customer of four years' standing, | get no

cell phone signal in the Underhill, Jericho, Jeffersonville area. (This area

has no CDMA towers, the only kind used by Verizon. The company does not
indicate it plans to build any CDMA towers in this vicinity, either). Yet

this area apparently has plenty of GSM towers (the kind used by Unicel):
When | am in the presence of Unicel wireless customers, they are always able
to send and receive calls, even from the hillsides of Mt. Mansfield! (Not

that | would want to. But it's possible.)

As a Vermont resident, I'm always frustrated and resentful when an
out-of-state visitor is able to use their cell phone, yet | am not. With the
proposed merger, neither Verizon nor Unicel customers will be able to send
or receive cell phone calls in this vicinity. That's not progress, and it's
certainly not in the best interest of Vermont consumers or businesses.

| use my cell phone for specific purposes, not just to pass the time of day.
Year in and year out, | keep hoping that wireless service will improve. The
proposed deal decreases my hopes.
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<p class=3DMsoNormal>| have been following with interest the proposed
purchase of

Rural Cellular (a.k.a. Unicel) by Verizon Wireless. | heartily endorse
Senator

Sanders&#8217; efforts to make this deal contingent on an enforceable
commitment to universal cell phone coverage in&nbsp; Vermont. My worry
is that

the Verizon&#8211;Unicel deal would be a step backwards for
Vermont.<o:p></0:p></p>

<p class=3DMsoNormal><o:p>&nbsp;</o:p></p>

<p class=3DMsoNormal>Instead of <u>phasing out</u> phones that use the
GSM-network

(such as Unicel), Verizon should <u>adopt </u>the GSM network. That way,
more (not

fewer) Verizon Wireless customers would get service in this
area.<o:p></o:p></p>

<p class=3DMsoNormal><o:p>&nbsp;</o:p></p>

<p class=3DMsoNormal>Example: As a Verizon Wireless customer of four
years&#8217,

standing, | get no cell phone signal in the Underhill, Jericho,

Jeffersonville



area. (This area has no CDMA towers, the only kind used by Verizon. The
company

does not indicate it plans to build any CDMA towers in this vicinity,
either). Yet

this area apparently has plenty of GSM towers (the kind used by Unicel):
When |

am in the presence of Unicel wireless customers, they are always able to
send

and receive calls, even from the hillsides of Mt. Mansfield! (Not that |
would

want to. But it&#8217;s possible.) <o:p></0:p></p>

<p class=3DMsoNormal><o:p>&nbsp;</o:p></p>

<p class=3DMsoNormal>As a Vermont resident, 1&#8217;m always frustrated
and resentful

when an out-of-state visitor is able to use their cell phone, yet | am

not. <u>With

the proposed merger, neither Verizon nor Unicel customers will be able
to send

or receive cell phone calls in this vicinity.</u> That&#8217;s not
progress,

and it&#8217;s certainly not in the best interest of Vermont consumers
or

businesses.<o:p></0:p></p>

<p class=3DMsoNormal><o:p>&nbsp;</o:p></p>

<p class=3DMsoNormal style=3D'text-align:justify’>l use my cell phone
for specific

purposes, not just to pass the time of day. Year in and year out, | keep
hoping

that wireless service will improve. The proposed deal decreases my
hopes.<o:p></0:p></p>

<p class=3DMsoNormal style=3D'text-align:justify'><o:p>&nbsp;</o0:p></p>

<p class=3DMsoNormal style=3D'text-align:justify'><o:p>&nbsp;</o0:p></p>
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